Early Education and Childcare Funding Policy
Policy Statement
We are committed to providing high-quality early education and childcare in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Lincolnshire County Council funding guidance. This policy explains how Government-Funded Early Education and Childcare entitlements are delivered within our setting.

Funded Entitlements Available
We offer the following funded entitlements, subject to eligibility confirmation:
· 15 hours Universal Entitlement for all children from the term after of their third birthday.
· 30 hours Extended Entitlement for eligible working families from the term after your child turns 9 months.

Funding is provided for a maximum of 570 hours per year (15 hours) or 1,140 hours per year (30 hours).

Nursery Opening Weeks
The nursery is open for 50 weeks per year,  closing during the Christmas period and on designated bank holidays where applicable.

Funding Delivery Options
1. Term-Time Only Offer
Funded hours are delivered over 38 weeks per year, in line with Lincolnshire County Council term dates.

· 15-hour entitlement:  Up to 15 hours per week
· 30-hour entitlement: Upto 30 hours per week
2. Stretched Funding Offer
Funded hours are stretched across 47.5 weeks per year.
· 15-hour entitlement: 12 hours per week
· 30-hour entitlement: 24 hours per week
Stretched funding does not increase the total number of funded hours received annually.

Use of Funded Hours
· Available Monday to Friday
· Between 8:00am and 6:00pm
· A minimum of 3 funded hours per day applies

· Funded hours cannot be used on an ad-hoc or flexible drop-in basis
During the year we will be closed for funded places for 4.5 weeks which are spread out through the year. The setting is open 50 weeks per year and if you would like to book your child in for the additional weeks, pre-booking is required and this will be charged at our standard rate. Term dates will be given out at the start of term.

Additional Hours are charged at our standard hourly rate of £5.50
If your child attends for breakfast club this will be charged at £4 for the hour, breakfast which is free will be provided. 8 am-9am
Parent Responsibilities
Parents are responsible for:

· Providing valid eligibility codes where applicable (and renew before the deadline)

· Informing the nursery of any changes to eligibility or circumstances

· Signing a Parent Funding Agreement to confirm their chosen funding option

Policy Review
This policy is reviewed annually or in response to changes in legislation or local authority guidance.
